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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
January 27, 2016
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 27, 2016, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona.
Board Members Present: 
John M. Rhodes, P.T., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 

Teresa Buechel, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary 
Maureen Bronson, Consumer Member 

Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member 
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member 
Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member

Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member 
Board Members Absent:
Vacancy—Consumer Member

Administrative Staff:

Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:
Seth T. Hargraves, Assistant Attorney General 
Call to Order
Chairman Rhodes called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Recognition of Board Members

The Board presented Board Members Maureen Bronson, Teresa Buechel and John Rhodes plaques for their service and dedication while serving on the Board.
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
Board Member Sandoval declared a conflict of interest on Agenda Item 8 (A) Application for Licensure (with self-disclosure) Cynthia L. Poppe.  Outgoing Chairman Rhodes thanked the Board Members and the Executive Director for their support over the past three years.
Discussion and Approval of Minutes

Board Member ​​Bronson moved the adoption of the December 16, 2015 regular board meeting minutes as amended with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Professional Business

Discussion of Procedures for Election of 2016 Board Officers

The Board reviewed the procedures before conducting the election of officers for calendar year 2016.

Election of Board Chairperson pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3902(D)

Board Member Bronson nominated Board Member Craig Seitz for Chairman and the Board elected Board Member Seitz by a vote of 8-0 to serve as Board Chairman for calendar year 2016.  

Newly-elected Chairman Seitz assumed the chair at this time.

Election of Board Secretary pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3902(D)

Board Member Jacques nominated Board Member Jose Montoya for Secretary.  Board Member Bronson nominated Board Member Jennifer Sandoval for Secretary.

Both nominees accepted their respective nominations and provided the Board with a brief explanation of their desire to serve as an officer of the Board.

Board Member Montoya received two votes, Board Member Sandoval received four votes and two board members did not vote.  As a result, the Board elected Board Member Sandoval to serve as Board Secretary for calendar year 2016.

Newly-elected Board Secretary Sandoval assumed the position of Secretary at this time. 

Review and Adoption of 2016 Board Meeting Schedule

The Board reviewed the proposed 2016 board meeting schedule and Board Member Jolley moved for the approval of this schedule with Board Member Jacques providing a second.  The motion carried by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Review and Adoption of 2016 Fees pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3927

Board Member Jacques moved for the adoption of the 2016 Fees with Board Member Jolley providing a second. The motion carried by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Legislation

Senate Bill 1105: acupuncture board; licensure; qualifications. 
Executive Director Gonzalez provided the following explanation of this proposed legislation. The bill amends Board statutes pertaining to fingerprinting requirements for licensure.  

SB 1105 was introduced to change legislation language regarding the fingerprint requirement for licensure.  The term “relicensure” is not defined in state law and the rule writers questioned whether the term meant renewal of licensees.  To avoid any further confusion, the bill removes the term “relicensure”, and the fingerprint requirement will only apply to initial applicants for an acupuncture license beginning on July 1, 2016.
No action was taken on SB 1105.
House Bill 2501: health regulatory boards; transfer; DHS

This bill proposes to move health regulatory board under the Arizona Department of Health Services over the next four years.  The Aarons Company will provide a detailed explanation on the intent and contents of HB 2501.

Mr. Barry Aarons shared that he and others have been attending a stakeholder meeting called by Representative Heather Carter to address the transfer health regulatory boards into the Arizona Department of Health Services over the next four fiscal years.

According to Mr. Aarons, the health regulatory boards would become advisory boards.  In addition, a case in North Carolina case has prompted the legislature in Arizona to address the decision as it applies to health regulatory boards in this state.  Governor Ducey is fully supportive of Representative Carter on her efforts to lead the transfer of boards and make the desired changes in order to comply with the court decision.
A number of many issues have surfaced at the stakeholder meetings and Mr. Aarons encouraged the Board to submit their thoughts to Executive Director Gonzalez for discussion at the weekly stakeholder meetings.
The Board had a number of questions on how the transfer would take place and Mr. Aarons responded by stating that HB 2501 is a starting point and additional details, via amendments, will appear in the next few weeks.

Furthermore, Mr. Aarons stated the legislature is exploring on how this effort will best result in more efficient operations and financial savings as the boards carry out their statutory obligations.

No action was taken on HB 2501.
Applications for Licensure 
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicants for licensure listed below with Board Member Rhodes providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 
Hong Tao Liang
Lisa G. White

Constance B. Wulkan

Lindsey M. Watson

Pamela K. Guard

Feng Zhang

Leigh Lewis
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Applications for Licensure (with self-disclosures)

Ms. Cynthia L. Poppe has submitted an acupuncture license application and responded “yes” to the application question that reads: Have you ever been convicted of a crime, other than a minor traffic offense?  

Ms. Poppe was in attendance and explained the 1993 incident to the Board.
Board Member Jacques moved for the approval of the applicant for licensure listed below with Board Member Rhodes providing a second.  The motion was approved by a vote of: 7 in favor and 1 recusal.

Cynthia L. Poppe
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Mr. William C. Smith has submitted an acupuncture license application and responded “yes” to the application question that reads: Have you ever been convicted of a crime, other than a minor traffic offense? 
The Board reviewed and discussed the documents provided by Mr. Smith and Mr. Smith addressed the Board to explain the incident that took place in 2002.
Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicant for licensure listed below with Board Member Buechel providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0.


William C. Smith
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Applications for Auricular Certificate

The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Bronson moved for the approval of the applicant for auricular certification listed below with Board Member Rhodes providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0. 

Danielle N. Orozco
	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Executive Director Report
License and Certificate Status Report:  

Active Licensed Acupuncturists: 596
Expired Licenses: 4

Active Certified Auricular Acupuncturists: 36

Board Office Information/Activities: 

· Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §32-3925 (B), license and certificate renewal notices for February and March 2016 licensees were prepared and sent.  In addition, expired license and certificate letters for the month of December 2015 were sent.
· Then-Chairman Rhodes and Executive Director Gonzalez met with representatives from the Arizona Department of Health Services to discuss licensing requirements for behavioral health agencies and hiring of auricular acupuncturists.
· Attended the 90/10 Executive Directors meeting on December 8, 2015 and January 19, 2016.
· Chairman Rhodes and Executive Director Gonzalez attended the Senate Health and Human Services Committee hearing on January 20, 2016.  The bill requested by the Board (SB 1105) was on the Committee’s agenda for action.
Rules

· Working with the Board rule writer to complete the rulemaking to implement the fingerprint requirement for licensure beginning July 1, 2016.
Budget Recommendations

· A copy of the Governor’s budget recommendations for next fiscal year is attached.  The recommendation removes the funding of $3000 for rule writing.

Performance Audit 

· The Office of the Auditor General has begun its work on conducting a performance audit of the Board.  This audit is conducted as part of the sunset review process outlined in state law.
Board appointments

· The Governor’s Boards and Commissions office has informed the office that three new individuals have been selected for appointment to the Board.  The Board will be receiving the names of the appointees in the next few days.

Future Meeting Dates
February 24, 2016 
March 23, 2016
Call to the Public


No requests to speak were submitted.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

--Complaint(s)
--Legislation

Adjournment

Board Member Rhodes moved for adjournment and Board Member Bronson provided a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 8-0.  The Board adjourned at 2:04 p.m.

	Bronson
	Buechel
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Rhodes
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Vote

	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: February 24, 2016
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