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State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners

1400 West Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 364-0145  FAX (602) 542-3093

REGULAR MEETING
August 24, 2016
OPEN SESSION MINUTES
Members of the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners met at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 24, 2016, at 1400 West Washington, Conference Room B-1, Phoenix, Arizona.
Board Members Present: 
Craig Seitz, D.C., L.AC., Professional Member, Chairman 

Jennifer Sandoval, L.AC., Professional Member, Secretary 
Mindy Hayden, L.AC., Professional Member 
Raoul T. Jacques, Consumer Member 
B. Jeffrey Jolley, D.C., Professional Member 
Jose Montoya, L.AC., Professional Member

Pauline Villa, Consumer Member 
Board Members Absent:
Mario Fontes, L.AC., Professional Member

Vacant, Consumer Member
Administrative Staff:  Pete Gonzalez, Executive Director 
Attorney General Representative:  Frankie Shinn-Eckberg, Assistant Attorney General 
Call to Order
Chairman Seitz called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m.  
The following order of business was then considered: 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest
Board Member Jennifer Sandoval filed a conflict of interest on Agenda Item 7 (A) Complaint #2016-05 re: Theresa Emrie, L.AC. #0677 
Discussion and Approval of Minutes

Board Member Jacques​​ moved the adoption of the July 27, 2016 regular board meeting minutes as amended with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
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	Vote
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	Absent


Presentation on fingerprint license requirement for new acupuncture license applicants effective July 1, 2016

Mr. Christopher A. Ramsey, Criminal Records Supervisor, Arizona Department of Public Safety Applicant Team provided the Board with an overview of how the fingerprint process works with state agencies and boards.  Mr. Ramsey explained the role of the Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation in providing fingerprints throughout the state upwards to 150,000 fingerprint applications a year.  The normal turnaround process time is 7 to 10 days, but DPS is backed up to four to six weeks due to personnel limitations and other reasons.
The Board asked several questions on how applicants are able to secure fingerprint cards to initiate the process.
Review, Discussion, and Possible Action by the Board Regarding Applications for Auricular Acupuncture Certificate
The Board reviewed the license applicant chart and Board Member Jolley moved for the approval of the applicant for auricular certification listed below with Board Member Hayden providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 


Jean Collins-Stuckert
	Fontes
	Hayden
	Jacques
	Jolley
	Montoya
	Sandoval
	Seitz
	Villa
	Vote

	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Aye

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Nay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Recused

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Abstained

	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Absent


Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Initial Review of Complaints 
A. Sing-Tak (Peter) Chow, L.AC. #0130

The Board reviewed the complaint which alleges that Mr. Chow is presenting himself as a doctor.  The person who filed the complaint alleges that Mr. Chow uses the title “doctor” and indicated he is a doctor of naturopathic medicine.

A copy of state law pertaining to use of titles was provided and reviewed by the Board.  The Board focused on A.R.S. §32-3923 (C) which states the following--possession of a license pursuant to this chapter does not by itself entitle a person to use the title “doctor” or “physician”.

The Board determined the complaint was properly filed per A.A.C. R4-8-601.  

Motion to open a complaint by Board Member Jolley with Board Member Sandoval providing a second. The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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B. Melissa Fletcher, L.AC. #0051

The complaint alleges that she became very ill after seeing Ms. Fletcher and experienced bad pain to the right side of her head and ears.

Ms. Fletcher explained she placed seeds in the ear of the patient and was called by the patient indicating she was not able to remove the seeds.  The patient is a long term patient, since 1998, and had not experienced problems in the past.  Ms. Fletcher may have had an allergic reaction to the application of the seeds since they had been processed in wine.
Chairman Seitz believes Ms. Fletcher should have asked the patient if she has any allergic reactions to wine, but Ms. Fletcher stated she was not aware the seeds were processed in wine until later.  Ms. Fletcher indicated she had tested this patient before treating her and all appeared normal as she proceeded to continue the treatment.

Board Member Jolley made a motion to dismiss this issue with Board Member Hayden providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Dismissal of Complaints

Complaint #2016-05 re: Theresa Emrie, L.AC. #0677

Board Secretary Jolley moved to enter into executive session in order to receive legal advice at 1:57 p.m. with Board Member Villa providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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The Board returned to regular session at 2:11 p.m.

Board Member Hayden moved to dismiss this complaint with Board Member Jolley    providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 6-0.
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Consent Agenda for Review, Discussion, and Possible Action by the Board on Ratification of Renewal of Licenses/Certificates Issued by the Executive Director to Individuals Who Met Requirements for Renewal
(All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or have been previously reviewed by the Board or the Board’s Designee and may be considered for approval as a single action, unless a Board Member or any other interested party wishes to remove an item for independent review, discussion, and possible action.)
A. Acupuncture Licenses:

Dahvid Weiss, L.AC.





Janet Althen, L.AC.





Aaron Bigler, L.AC.





Leah Chischilly, L.AC.





Marcelle Hanish, L.AC.





David Krizmanik, L.AC.





Christy Cline, L.AC.





Keri A. Costello, L.AC.





Kathy L. Fisher, L.AC.






Emma Lizarazu, L.AC.





Xiaokui “Betty” Wang, L.AC.





Steven W. Ahles, L.AC.





Jonathan K. Whitehorn, L.AC.





Richelle Speilman, L.AC.





Nathan Anderson, L.AC.





Leslie Romero, L.AC.





Khailitha Fae, L.AC.





Quanzhi Liu, L.AC.





Yasunao Aoi, L.AC.





Julie Armstrong, L.AC.





Jessica Breton, L.AC.





Donald Bertolini, L.AC.





Dorion Simmons, L.AC.





Elyse Tera, L.AC.





Ronald Fishkind, L.AC.





Donna Taylor, L.AC.





Luzivone Damaceno, L.AC.





David Epley, L.AC.





Susan Shelton, L.AC.





Jeremy Breach, L.AC.




Christine Oagley, L.AC.





Holly Baker, L.AC.





Kathleen Burke, L.AC.





Kiera Lane, L.AC.





Jong Geun Han, L.AC.





Gordon Cohen, L.AC.





Talena DeBaun, L.AC.





Zita McCoig, L.AC.





Leonard Goldstein, L.AC.

The Board reviewed the consent agenda of acupuncture license renewals and Board Member Jolley moved to ratify the list of acupuncture license renewals with Board Member Sandoval providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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B. Auricular Acupuncture Certificates:

Mona Darwich

Dana Poverman

Angel Valencia
The Board reviewed the consent agenda of auricular acupuncture certificate renewals and Board Member Jacques moved to ratify the list of auricular acupuncture certificate renewals with Board Member Montoya providing a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0. 
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Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding A.A.C. R4-8-105, Time-Frames for Licensure, Certification, and Approval

The Board started the discussion on time-frames for licensure, certification and approval as referenced by the Office of the Auditor General in the Performance Audit and Sunset Review of 2016.
As new requirements are added for licensure (such as the fingerprint requirement), the Board will continue to be challenged to meet the 60 day time-frame.  An applicant usually meets the licensing requirements in a timely manner, but sometimes providers of information (such as schools, license verification letters from other state boards) are not able to meet a certain time-frame as required by board rule.
The Board will continue to review and determine if the time-frame schedule will need to be amended to remain in compliance.
Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Executive Director Report
License and Certificate Status Report:  

Active Licensed Acupuncturists: 599
Current Expired Licenses: 3

Active Certified Auricular Acupuncturists: 38

Board Office Information/Activities: 

· Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §32-3925 (B), license and certificate renewal notices for October 2016 licensees were prepared and sent.  In addition, expired license and certificate letters for the month of July 2016 were sent.
· Prepared and submitted lobbyist expenditure report for 2nd quarter of 2016 to the Arizona Secretary of State’s office.
· Provided and submitted the FY 2017 Cost Allocation Premium to the Arizona Department of Administration—Risk Management Division.
· Submitted to the Arizona Department of Administration Interagency Mail Room updated contact information.
Rules

· Attended GRRC meeting on August 2, 2016 whereby the proposed rules were approved.
Fingerprint Requirement

· Attended training session presented by the Arizona Department of Public Safety on board requirements associated with the implementation of this new licensing requirement.
Performance Audit 

· The Office of the Auditor General continues with the performance audit of the Board.  This audit is conducted as part of the sunset review process outlined in state law.
· Chairman Seitz and Executive Director Gonzalez met with the Audit Team on August 18, 2016 to discuss preliminary draft report.
Review, Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Future Meeting Dates
September 28, 2016 (Teleconference Meeting)
October 26, 2016
Call to the Public


No requests to address the Board at this time.
Discussion of Items to be place on a future meeting agenda

--board member training
Adjournment

Board Member Jacques moved for adjournment and Board Member Sandoval provided a second.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote: 7-0.  The Board adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,
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Pete Gonzalez

Executive Director
Approved by the Board: October 26, 2016
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